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What’s the difference 

between AP & College Now?
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Advanced Placement (AP):

AP classes are advanced high school 
courses with similar rigor to that of a 
college course. 

Below are some key characteristics 
of AP courses:
• Students are enrolled in a course 

for an academic year and then 
take a comprehensive exam to 
test their proficiency in the course 
material.

• Depending on the AP exam score 
received students can be 
potentially waived from taking 
certain introductory college 
courses and/or receive college 
credits for the course. 

• Students receive high school 
credit for the course, regardless of 
the AP exam grade earned, as long 
as they pass the coursework.

• Courses are taught by a high 
school teacher.

College Now (CN):

College Now allows NYC public 
high school students to enroll in 
college-credit courses throughout 
the City University of New York 
(CUNY).

The goal of College Now is two-
fold; to allow students to earn 
college credits and to expose them 
to the rigors of college-level work. 

Although program formats vary by 
campus, below are some general 
program characteristics:
• Classes are undergraduate level 

courses.
• Courses take place at the high 

school, college campus, online, 
and/or a combination.

• Students earn transcribed 
college credits from the 
respective college upon 
successful completion of the 
course. 

• Instructors are college faculty 
(tenure-track and/or adjunct).
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